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I Believe I Am Unstoppable

Name: L’Or Ipansi
Location: Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo
Age: 17

Women lead L’Or Ipansi’s family. Though she is proud of 
the strong women in her family, the people around L’Or 
always reinforced the idea that their futures were lim-
ited. Her family structure ingrained in her the concept 
that women deserve equality in every aspect their lives 
and that there is absolutely no room for compromise.

“People love to tell me I can’t do things. I won’t lie, I’m a 
bright kid. When you’re smart in a community like mine, 
though, people find ways to test your confidence and 
your grit. People would make rude comments on the size 
of my forehead just to make me insecure. The world is 
so cruel to young girls, and I am not willing to let bul-
lies control my community. Unfortunately, we live in a 
patriarchal society, and that needs to change to ensure 
the lives of all women are safe. When I was 16 years old, 
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I was harassed, and I fought for my life. That should not 
happen to other young women. We should never be 
made to feel small, and no one should feel entitled to do 
that. We deserve to feel protected by our communities, 
and so we need to take up space in politics so we can 
ensure our own freedom.”

L’Or’s activism stems from her desire for every woman 
in her family, community and the world to feel safe in 
their homes and their daily lives. Her hope for women’s 
freedom and equality became extremely important 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. L’Or quickly realized her 
community needed support in every way imaginable. 

“We were sitting in class one day, and we were told 
school might close in a few days. I was shocked, and no 
one really knew if it was actually going to happen. When 
school actually closed, I was devastated. In lockdown, I 
really couldn’t leave my house. I had no personal space 
and no place to go. I felt trapped and so frustrated, and I 
knew the danger the pandemic would place on women 
at home around the world. Not only was I not able to see 
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the world around me, but I felt really depressed because 
of it. There was no way to go to school and no way to 
make money. I didn’t feel like myself.”

L’Or knew there was a problem in her community concern-
ing violence against women. The pandemic lockdowns 
were extremely difficult for these women. Although L’Or 
felt helpless and alone, she took time to learn about the 
areas of society she wanted to improve. Not only did she 
learn about how to advocate for survivors of assault, but 
she read about environmental issues and what it meant 
to be an intersectional activist. Inspired by the activists 
she found online, she was motivated to make a differ-
ence in her own circle of friends.

“At school before COVID, I was actually the Minister of 
the Environment. This meant that I led a lot of environ-
mental activism events and programmes. I really missed 
the work I was doing at school, and trapped at home for 
so many months, I was really looking for an outlet. My 

friends were being assaulted at home and I wanted to 
find a way to help my community. But another problem 
we faced was our lack of Internet connection – we simply 
don’t have the infrastructure that many other countries 
get access to. To connect online would have been a great 
tool for creating community, but realistically we weren’t 
really able to do that.”

Living in Kinshasa without reliable access to the Internet, 
she felt disconnected from many other activists. In the 
spring of 2021, she finally was given the opportunity to 
attend a Young Feminist Conference, where she heard of 
other young women’s struggles and was able to share 
her own as well. 

“The conference gave me the space to understand that 
the DRC is not the only place with real systemic prob-
lems. I was able to see how other women experienced 
similar struggles as the ones I was seeing at home. 
Having the opportunity to be online [and] hearing 
about young women’s lives instilled in me that women 
have the desire and the power to create change. We are 
motivated by our struggles because we want to ensure 
a more equal life for the women and girls of the future.”

L’Or felt alone and frustrated in her environment at 
home during the pandemic. But through her online ac-
tivism, she embraced every opportunity she had to speak 
with other young activists across the world. Though she 
struggled initially to find community, L’Or is empowered 
to continue her intersectional feminist activism in the 
DRC. 

“My dream is that women are in places where deci-
sions are being made. We deserve to have a say in all 
political conversations, because our voices really matter. 
[Addressing] climate change and protecting women’s 
rights are both really important to the development of 
equality in the world. Women of all ages all over the 
world are violated daily, and this is unacceptable. We 
need to create safe spaces where women don’t feel afraid 
to leave their house or to be in public. Women should 
never feel judged or ashamed, and should have the op-
portunity to be fully educated, all the way to the end. 
This would allow women to make informed decisions 
about getting married, having children and becoming 
financially independent.”
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Activism Knows No Age!

Names: Asees and Asheer Kandhari, twins
Location: New Delhi, India
Age: 17

Asees and Asheer are inspirational, intersectional activ-
ists from New Delhi in India. Through their family’s ongo-
ing activism and because of their community’s need for 
relief during the COVID-19 pandemic, these twins have 
been continuously motivated to innovate and provide 
critical solutions to various crises.

“Our mom is an environmentalist and so we’ve always 
been surrounded by people who are looking to make 
political changes with regard to climate change. When 
we were about 12 years old, we really started commit-
ting to being activists together. We were part of a na-
tional basketball league, and we trained all year for a big 
tournament where we would finally be able to compete! 
Multiple years in a row, we were told just a few days be-
fore the competition that the tournament was cancelled 
due to poor air quality.”

Asees and Asheer quickly realized there were activ-
ists around the world attempting to raise awareness 
about the world’s climate crisis. Greta Thunberg’s 
#FridaysForFuture movement particularly inspired them 
to take a step back and identify how they could contrib-
ute to environmental activist efforts. 

“Seeing activists committed to fighting climate change 
allowed us to feel like we were a part of a community, 
working for the greater good. We started making efforts 
to implement the #FridaysForFuture movement [and 
make it] more readily accessible in India. We didn’t want 
to limit ourselves to only one form of activism, because 
everything is all interconnected. Especially throughout the 
pandemic, it became really clear that all inequalities stem 
from one another. The protection of human rights, the 
empowerment of women and the climate change move-
ment are connected and rely on each other to progress.”

Environmental crises cannot be solved without solv-
ing social crises, and therefore many activists take an 
intersectional approach. During the pandemic, Asees 
and Asheer found ways to support their community by 
providing immediate relief in New Delhi. 

“We created our ‘hunger helpline’ to provide food, sani-
tary supplies, PPE kits and any basic things that people 
needed but could not afford. Through our progress with 
the helpline, we’ve seen the demand for certain items 
shift over the course of the pandemic. At first it was 
mostly about food and PPE kits, but as COVID-19 pro-
gressed and worsened in India, the demand intensified 
for medical supplies like oxygen cylinders and ventila-
tors. What you have to understand is that we are only 
students who started this helpline with a few friends 
– we aren’t trained in disaster relief, and yet we get 40 or 
50 calls every day from people in life-threatening condi-
tions. This service should be provided by the government 
and accredited institutions.”

The pair recognized that students do not have the funds 
or the experience to provide relief the way the govern-
ment is expected to. Yet it is also not a priority within 
government systems at the moment. A prominent prob-
lem worldwide is that health crises are not accompanied 
by proper disaster relief. 
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“With the pandemic, our activism shifted completely. 
We were no longer standing in the public eye, in protests 
and voicing our opinions to the public. We were behind 
the scenes, providing resources to people who were 
unable to provide for themselves. Right now, the most 
important part of our efforts is rehabilitation. After a 
year of stress and isolation, people need new job op-
portunities and ways to become financially independent 
again. The pandemic has shown people very clearly that 
there needs to be a change made with how we treat our 
environment as well as women and girls.”

In India, over 430,000 people have died from COVID-19. 
The precarity of people’s lives makes it difficult to secure 
safety in a country where the government does not 
invest enough in its population’s well-being. People 
demand a fair minimum wage in India, yet many people 
do not live safely and certainly not in a way that protects 
them from a disease like COVID-19. 

“Something we really learned during the pandemic was 
how to use social media in order to engage young people 
in the work that we do. We’ve talked with many women 
and girls because, in most cases, it’s always the girls’ 
education that is compromised right now. We worked 
with parents to provide technology to young girls so they 
could continue their education. Many were forced to give 
up their access to learning materials, while the males in 
their family continued. We created a solution by reus-
ing old tablets that we gathered from family members, 
friends and our community so we could redistribute 
them to girls in need of technology. Most of the calls we 
still receive are young girls seeking materials that would 
help them to stay in school.”

Gender inequality in India is so prominent that, even 
within the educated community, people are sometimes 
asked for sexual favors before being given access to 
ventilators. This kind of gendered abuse towards women 
is traumatizing and unacceptable. The only way women 
are able to protect themselves from violence is to be 
educated – if only everyone understood how important 
education is for the advancement of women! Their 
dream is to be in a position where they can make a real 
political difference. 

An African Arab Feminist Leader in the 
Making: Mohamed Ali “Dali” Raddaoui

Name: Mohamed Ali “Dali” Raddaoui
Location: Tunis, Tunisia
Age: 22

Activism has never felt like a choice to Dali Raddaoui. 
When people face injustice, the world cannot go on as 
it is. It is in his nature to identify where freedoms are 
limited and work towards creating more inclusive and 
positive spaces for youth and women.

“I believe in inspiring people by leading by example.” 
As an African, Mediterranean, Arab queer person, 
he believes that living his best life in a society that 
does not allow people like him to be themselves is 
a statement! Just by being himself, he is fighting 
queerphobia. 

“The struggles I faced as a teenager should never be 
faced by others. I want to become the person that I wish 
I had when I was young. People in the MENA region are 
tortured and killed because of their identity, and that’s 
not okay.”

Dali studied political science, innovation policies and 
business intelligence, but wants to focus on societal 
inclusion and environmental protection. 

His pride in his country shines through when he speaks 
of Tunisia’s potential for inclusion. Dali’s goal to create 
sustainable and inclusive change for his community 
stems from his desire for equality worldwide, but does 
not come without generational challenges. 

Dali is a queer feminist environmentalist. His activism 
is intersectional, with a focus on environmentalism. He 
believes it is essential for the world to address these is-
sues in an intersectional way. 

“Representation is really important. I am dedicated 
to empowering people to be themselves, because my 
leadership doesn’t mean anything without empower-
ment. I want to help young queers and feminists feel 
seen and represented.”
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In an effort to represent other young people in his 
region, Dali participated in the Generation Equality 
Forum in Paris (June 2021) and Mexico (March 2021) 
as a National Gender Youth Activist. He will also par-
ticipate in COP26 in Glasgow as a young negotiator 
and party delegate from Tunisia. 

Environmental activism and fighting for gender equal-
ity are intricately linked. Not only does Dali have a pas-
sion for advocacy, but he also has an interest in how 
politics can influence the future. Political and social 
uprisings have shaped the way he has approached 
activism in Tunisia. 

Dali is always striving for equality and looking for 
allies. He believes people cannot do anything alone, 
and therefore he would like to build a community of 
people who want to fight for justice alongside him 
in Tunisia, the Mediterranean and other African and 
Arab regions. He knows that solidarity is of utmost 
importance.

“As the pandemic started, I created an organization 
called          Nafas. We wanted to create a coalition of 
advocates to represent disadvantaged communities 
and their allies. An alliance between environmental 
advocacy, gender equality and humanitarian advance-
ment is necessary for equality and sustainability. 
Women’s freedoms are extremely limited, and, as femi-
nist advocates, Nafas can take charge of the movement 
to make government recognize women as autonomous 
and strong.”
 
Dali is dedicated to empowering others. He vows 
to continue to add to the global efforts to combat 
queerphobia, discrimination and environmental 
exploitation.

“As young people, we have the responsibility to bring 
an intersectional lens to activism. We are dynamic 
leaders, and the older feminism waves do not match 
the one I believe in.”

Environmental activism and fighting for gender equality are intricately linked. Not only does 
Dali have a passion for advocacy, but he also has an interest in how politics can influence the 
future. Political and social uprisings have shaped the way he has approached activism in Tunisia.  
 
Dali is always striving for equality and looking for allies. He believes people cannot do anything 
alone, and therefore he would like to build a community of people who want to fight for justice 
alongside him in Tunisia, the Mediterranean and other African and Arab regions. He knows that 
solidarity is of utmost importance. 
 
“As the pandemic started, I created an organization called  ْنفَس, Nafas. We wanted to create a 
coalition of advocates to represent disadvantaged communities and their allies. An alliance 
between environmental advocacy, gender equality and humanitarian advancement is necessary 
for equality and sustainability. Women’s freedoms are extremely limited, and, as feminist 
advocates, Nafas can take charge of the movement to make government recognize women as 
autonomous and strong.” 
  
Dali is dedicated to empowering others. He vows to continue to add to the global efforts to 
combat queerphobia, discrimination and environmental exploitation. 
 
“As young people, we have the responsibility to bring an intersectional lens to activism. We are 
dynamic leaders, and the older feminism waves do not match the one I believe in.” 
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Everyone Deserves to Find their Place

Name: Isidora Gúzman Silva 
Location: Santiago, Chile
Age: 16
Social media: Laisi_teincluye

Ever since she can remember, Isidora has been fight-
ing for her right to be included. Isidora has cerebral 
palsy and from a young age has experienced life from a 
wheelchair, but this has not held her back from chang-
ing the world. 

“When I was younger, I was at a school that didn’t in-
clude everyone. Because of my cerebral palsy, I didn’t fit 
in and no one wanted to be around me. I felt excluded 
in school by my friends and my teachers. It was really 
unfair to be treated that way, so I had to leave that envi-
ronment. I remember how my family had to take me out 
of school for nine months because there was no school 
that would accept me. There was no infrastructure in 
schools for people with disabilities in Chile. When my 
parents found my new school, Institución Teresiana, 
I felt safe and accepted. I had internalized that I just 
didn’t belong anywhere, but quickly I realized I wasn’t 
the problem. The problem was the leaders and the 
students at my old school. And I felt really lucky that 
my family found a new place where I could continue to 
learn.”

Isidora faced countless challenges when she was 
younger, and at the age of 16 she still persists in her 
commitment to make the world more accessible. She 
identified where change needed to happen and was 
motivated to make a difference in school systems. Her 
new environment gave her the space to grow.

“At my new school, I had teachers who allowed me to 
understand my power. My mentors told me that my 
disability is not holding me back, but it’s motivating 
me. One of my teachers taught me about innovat-
ing solutions through technology. I thought that by 
using technology I could include more people, and I 
wanted to impact people in every walk of life. So my 
teacher advised me to make a difference in the world 
by combining my passion for innovation and inclusion 
by using technology. That’s why I created an app – it’s 

called Encuentra tu Lugar or Find your Place in English. 
I wanted to connect young people with disabilities to 
opportunities that they didn’t know about. My teacher 
really taught me a lot about myself and how I can use 
my voice to empower other people around me. Being 
a woman in STEM is really powerful, especially where 
I live, and that’s why this project has been one of the 
most important experiences of my life.”

Isidora decided to further her work and her app by 
creating a website for her organization. She was able to 
reach more people and now has over 75,000 followers 
on Instagram. Her social media status reaches people 
all over Chile, the Latin American region and beyond. 
She has become an inspiring young entrepreneur and 
feminist, and the pandemic gave her the time and 
space to do it.

“During COVID-19, I knew I had an opportunity to 
develop this project. I hadn’t had time to focus on my 
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innovations, and so this time in isolation was the per-
fect environment for me to create community online. 
When I created my website, I really wanted to create 
something creative. I wanted to involve people who 
did not have disabilities within the conversation of 
inclusion. I called my idea ‘inclusive agents’ or ‘agentes 
inclusivos’. These inclusive agents are people who iden-
tify and report instances of exclusion of those with dis-
abilities. We must create change in communities where 
people are often excluded due to structural problems, 
and by engaging with able-bodied people, we can 
influence everyone to be inclusion activists! Inclusive 
agents around the world drive progress because they 
are directly involved with creating a better world. I call 
myself an inclusion activist; able-bodied people must 
be included in protecting disabled people’s rights. 
Inclusion activism is for everybody.”

Isidora’s mother is a lawyer who has inspired her to pur-
sue law herself. By understanding the inequalities that 
exist throughout Chilean law systems, Isidora is driven 
to continue her activism as a lawyer. Her understand-
ing of inequality is that it comes from broken systems 
without consideration of disabled people. She wants to 
rebuild Chile and the world in order to make sure that 
governments consider everyone in future laws. 

“Recently Chile has been going through a process to 
dismantle their old constitution and create a new one. 
This is a beautiful process for the people of Chile be-
cause it has been an opportunity for the creation and 
implementation of equality. Chile has the opportunity 
to be more inclusive. Chilean society is very unequal, 
and the new constitution needs activists to continue 
their work. My organization allows me to be sur-
rounded by people fighting for justice and telling their 
story. Throughout 2020, I met wonderful people who 
wanted the same thing as me, who want all people 
to find their place in the world. I never imagined that 
throughout a pandemic, when I was only 14 years old, I 
would be creating the community that I have today. So, 
I feel complete.”

Turning Tragedy into Impact Action

Name: Pauline Gartor
Location: Liberia
Age: 26

Throughout her life, Pauline Gartor has been an ad-
vocate for girls’ education on sexual and reproductive 
health rights and has been committed to providing 
secure health-care resources to women of all ages. 
Her own trauma has propelled her activism, and she 
is motivated by the experiences of women who have 
suffered from gender-based violence.

“When I was 17 years old, I lost my best friend due to 
an unsafe abortion. Not only did I lose my friend, but I 
also lost my mom to a reproductive health condition. 
If these women had access to safe sexual health care, 
they would have had a second chance. It is hard losing 
the people you love. After losing them, I knew I had 
to do something about this and continue my activism. 
These moments have really traumatized me, and my 
call to action has always been to ensure the safety 
of all women. When I was younger, I asked myself: 
Pauline, how can you sit back and watch people con-
tinue to die due to their lack of access to sexual and 
reproductive health services?”

Pauline’s emotional trauma is overwhelming. 
Women’s health-related safety is unreliable in many 
West African communities, but she knows she must 
work through her experiences to support the women 
who will come after her. 

“Every time I talk about this, it brings so many emo-
tions to my mind. I wish my mom was alive today 
to see all the efforts that I’ve been leading. She was 
someone who always inspired me to pursue my activ-
ism. So I cannot keep silent, and I will always continue 
to fight for women in my life and around the world. 
It’s time that we organized sexual and reproductive 
health services as well as sex education in order for 
women to feel prepared and knowledgeable about 
their health and their bodies. I’m passionate about 
making sure that young girls feel safe. Two things that 
worry me most today are teenage pregnancies and 
domestic violence. Women need to feel empowered so 
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they can trust in themselves to make smart decisions 
about their health.”

Pauline’s voice is driven and tenacious. By understand-
ing the systemic issues around women’s freedom and 
girls’ education, she felt it was crucial to lead women 
towards building confidence. As she took on various 
projects, creating a community of supportive women 
was vital. 

“I identified the need for support and inclusion. In 
2019, I founded an organization called Girls Health 
Alliance with a few of my friends, and now I am the 
Executive Director. We focus on championing gender 
justice and establishing sexual health education for 
women and girls. We are building a movement in the 
Republic of Liberia. We kick-started our campaign 
before the pandemic and have continued our work 

throughout lockdowns. We’ve continued to provide 
leadership, because during the pandemic women 
needed education about domestic violence. People 
needed to pay attention to the growing violence 
against women due to lockdowns. During this dif-
ficult time, we had women using radio, music outlets 
and social media in order to connect online and find 
solidarity. That’s why it’s so important to us that we 
use our online platforms to reach more women with 
our mission.”

As a young leader, it was important to Pauline to also 
ensure that communities had access to food and wa-
ter. Young people do not have the financial resources 
to acquire food and water without support, and so she 
held her government accountable. 

“We called the government to action, and actually 
they started to distribute food and water to communi-
ties who really needed it. They didn’t reach everyone, 
but it was good to have support for the families who 
needed immediate relief. Families needed access to 
PPE kits and items to protect themselves from the 
virus. Actually, since my late mother used to sew, I 
started to sew face masks with her sewing machine 
for women who worked in the markets nearby. These 
women were definitely one of the most vulnerable 
communities that I knew. Mothers were forced to go 
to the market and earn income for their families – 
they didn’t have a choice to stay safe. Even at home 
they weren’t safe from violence.”

The increased danger facing women who worked 
in markets was a big problem in Monrovia, and this 
compounded the danger women were already facing 
before the pandemic. Because of Pauline’s focus on 
gender-based violence, she was overwhelmed with 
the rise of domestic violence cases in her community. 

“During lockdown, domestic violence got exponen-
tially worse. Teenage pregnancy is at an all-time high. 
Really young girls are being sexually abused. The pan-
demic has worsened conditions for women, and so we 
all took to the streets in Liberia’s ‘March for Justice’. 
I marched in Monrovia with thousands of people by 
my side. Young people demanded that the president 
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address sexual and gender-based violence, because 
no official political statement had acknowledged 
the state of women’s lives. We also demanded that 
the Ministry of Gender and the Ministry of Health 
acknowledge these problems as well. The limited 
work of the government was unacceptable during the 
pandemic, and women deserve care and attention 
with regard to their sexual health.”

Pauline’s organization, Girls Health Alliance, which 
understands the importance of the youth voice in 
activism, has committed to creating a community of 
5,000 youth activists by 2030.

“I’ve learned a lot from my public speaking experi-
ences. Every time I speak on an international stage, 
I know that someone listening is influenced by my 
words. Collaboration is really important because you 
cannot do advocacy alone. So public speaking has 
also allowed me to influence people to join me in my 
efforts. Beyond that, my goal is to become a public 
health expert so I can create the education systems I 
want to see. I want to live in a world where no woman 
will die of childbirth, where no woman will face teen-
age pregnancy due to lack of education about her 
sexual health, and where all women feel safe.”

Finding My Power and My Space

Name: Shila Block
Location: Germany
Age: 24

Shila Block’s activism has been motivated by her experi-
ence of being a daughter to Iranian immigrants living in 
Germany. Visiting Iran from a young age made her think 
about women’s varied experiences around the world. 
She recognized the privileges she had growing up in 
Germany and felt powerless to change the injustices 
she saw while travelling to other countries: “That’s why 
I joined like-minded activists during high school.”

She joined an Amnesty International group because 
she was eager to learn more about human rights and 
gender justice. They organized open stages where 
people were able to fundraise and collect signatures 
for important causes they had been advocating for. It 
was Shila’s first real activist experience. Today, she still 
loves to be surrounded by people who are motivated 
to create innovative solutions to systemic problems. By 
joining activist clubs and attending youth conferences, 
she met many inspiring new friends and stayed opti-
mistic that change for equality is possible. 

“My activism has always been a way for me to process 
the inequalities women face daily. But fighting for a 
better world as a young woman of colour can be ex-
hausting. Meeting with fellow feminists from all over 
the world and exchanging our common experiences 
have been the most empowering and energizing mo-
ments. There have been so many instances when I am 
the only person of colour in the room. Oftentimes, the 
spaces in which activists collaborate and get together 
are very white and elitist. With my presence, I hope that 
I inspire more young people of colour to be present in 
these spaces.”

As she grew into her work, Shila decided to make her 
passion her profession – she started to study political 
science to learn more about international politics. Her 
focus is on the work of international organizations and 
their efforts to promote women’s rights. She quickly 
became involved with the German United Nations 
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Association and was able to attend the Commission 
on the Status of Women session in 2018 as a youth 
delegate. 

“Advocating for young women and girls on a UN level 
was a very crucial experience for me, because it has 
allowed me to understand why change on an interna-
tional level is often very slow and hard to achieve.”

But when the COVID-19 pandemic reached Europe, her 
activism focus shifted as the pandemic made existing 
inequalities even bigger.

“The German education system was already unjust 
when it comes to equal opportunities. When schools 
began to close and transitioned their work to home-
schooling, it was clear that many students were not 
given the support they needed at home to continue 
learning.”

Many schools were not able to provide access to learn-
ing materials for all students, and there was a major 
problem in continuing young people’s education when 
they did not have access to Wi-Fi and technology. 

“My friend Lizge Yikmis founded an organization called 
Haydee!, which was built to tutor young students for 
free, who were either socioeconomically disadvantaged 
or whose families were immigrants to Germany and 
therefor faced a language barrier when homeschooling 
their children. Education is such an important founda-
tion for young people’s career paths, so our goal is to tu-
tor students to ensure that no one is left behind when 
choosing their career. Our vision is that every student, 
regardless of their background, can have equal access 
to education, and then later to have equal flexibility 
and knowledge about career opportunities.”

Shila believes that programmes like Haydee! made an 
incredible difference for many students as the pan-
demic increased students’ need for academic support. 
In her opinion, the state should consider all students’ 
needs and realities before making decisions that affect 
many people differently. Often policymakers do not use 
an intersectional approach when making decisions, 
and therefore they leave behind marginalized people, 
especially women and girls.
 
“As an activist for a gender-equal world, I want to try 
to change this inequality. If we don’t start to apply an 
intersectional approach to the drafting of all policies, 
we will not succeed altogether.”

Shila’s tenacity in supporting women’s equality and 
young students overpowers the judgements that are 
imposed upon her. 

“My dream is that activist efforts aren’t only done 
by activists. I hope that one day these efforts are 
institutionalized.”
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Stop Turning a Blind Eye to Injustice and 
Find Your Freedom! 

Name: Valentina Urtan
Location: Ukraine
Age: 26

When Valentina Urtan was around 18 years old, the 
‘Revolution of Dignity’ was happening in Ukraine be-
cause her country’s government rejected being a part 
of the European Union. At the time, Valentina had only 
heard about the revolution on the news.

“I didn’t know that I could actually do something about 
it. I saw young people slightly older than me on the 
news going into the main square to protest, but never 
envisioned myself doing it.”

As she watched the protests from her screen, she saw 
how the government took control of peaceful protest-
ers by using violence, and many people were hurt and 
beaten. Helplessly watching the brutality, Valentina 
could feel the pain, even from far away. The next day, she 
was listening to the radio, and people were talking about 
planning a solidarity event for those who were injured. 
She made a promise to herself that she would go to sup-
port her community in Kyiv’s main square.

“I remember when I was on the bus ride and our driver 
told us that he couldn’t take us any further; people were 
blocking the street. I walked off the bus and looked 
around me, realizing how many people were going in my 
direction. As I walked from the small street and around 
the corner to the square, I saw hundreds of thousands 
of people of all ages coming in from every direction. It 
was such an emotional moment, and I felt as if I was 
connected to everyone. There were a lot of young people 
like me who also cared and who also wanted to make 
a difference. And, although there are many moments 
in my life that led me towards my activism, I think that 
these first moments of the Revolution of Dignity instilled 
in me that I have the power to create change.”

After the Revolution of Dignity, Valentina worked at the 
mayor’s office in the capital and assisted in planning the 
reforms the revolution had instigated. She was inspired! 

“It was the place where I learned how activism is seen 
by decision makers and how to build bridges between 
these groups. I couldn’t believe I was at the centre of the 
most important changes that were happening in my 
country. I learned that I can be a changemaker, no mat-
ter my age, gender or education. I kept realizing that I 
have the power to do something, and I found freedom 
in knowing that I could make a difference. We are often 
taught that if we see something wrong, to simply ignore 
the problem because we don’t have the power to do 
anything. But society is wrong, and I felt empowered by 
taking action. No matter what my career would be, I will 
always be an activist.”

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought struggle and 
isolation to many, and it has shifted a lot of activists 
to working online. During the pandemic, Valentina 
was the co-leader of a social media campaign called 
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#YouthDemand, including a project called United To Act. 
It focuses on creating better relationships and building 
bridges between young activists, civil society, the private 
sector, government actors and the United Nations.

“This #YouthDemand campaign was the first youth-led 
social media campaign co-created and led by the youth 
activists. We asked young people what their goals were 
regarding gender equality in their country and interna-
tionally; it was very powerful. At the forum in Mexico, I 
saw all our hard work come to life. As a National Gender 
Youth Activist, I put all my energy and time into work 
on youth initiatives. It was really inspiring to me to par-
ticipate in organizing the Young Feminist Unconference 
before the Generation Equality Forum in Paris. Despite 
the pandemic challenges, it was a delight to be able to 
collaborate with other leaders as we’ve taken our activ-
ism online. Even though we were at home because of the 
lockdowns in our countries, being able to connect online 
helped us support each other in these hard times and 
actually made it possible to create projects that united 
thousands of people.”

Nominated by UN Women for her work in activism, 
Valentina has become a National Gender Youth Activist 
representing Ukraine in the Europe and Central Asia region.

“I dream of a world where all people are advocated for. 
People should not be afraid to learn more about groups 
that they don’t necessarily belong to: HIV-positive youth, 
people with disabilities, LGBTQ+ youth, etc. Helping peo-
ple starts with learning more about the challenges they 
face. During COVID-19, I started learning sign language 
to communicate with deaf people more closely. It isn’t 
only the job of those with disabilities to fight for their 
rights. The able-bodied population has the power to cre-
ate a difference for those who are disabled and create a 
world where all have equal access. I really hope to create 
a project that truly supports the disabled community to 
meet their needs. And lastly, one of my current projects 
focuses on creating better relationships between young 
activists and government actors. It’s important for young 
people to connect with those in the government to keep 
an accountability framework between the grass roots 
and political leaders.”
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